Peroxisome proliferator-activated receptors--from active regulators of macrophage biology to pharmacological targets in the treatment of cardiovascular disease.
Altered macrophage functions contribute to the pathogenesis of many infectious, immunological and inflammatory disease processes. Pharmacological modulation of macrophage activities therefore represents an important strategy for the prevention and treatment of inflammation-related diseases, such as atherosclerosis. This review focuses on recent advances on the role of the peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor transcription factor family in the modulation of lipid homeostasis and the inflammatory response in macrophages and the potential participation of these actions in the modulation of metabolic and cardiovascular disease.